The Catcher in the Rye
Chapter 13

· While brooding over a hypothetical encounter with a would-be thief, Holden admits that he is “yellow” (cowardly; an aversion to confrontation).  He does not like that quality, and believes that violence is justifiable.  However, he doesn’t like the idea of looking a combatant in the face:  “I’d rather push a guy out the window or chop his head off with an axe…I hate fist fights.”  
· The Elevator man at the hotel sets Holden up with a prostitute.  Holden is nervous, but admittedly aroused.  He admits that he is sexually inexperienced.

· Sunny the prostitute:  She was young, nervous, inexperienced – and blunt.  Holden felt “peculiar” when she quickly disrobed, and not aroused.  “I felt much more depressed than sexy.” 

· Hanging up her dress depresses him, as he thinks of how she would have bought it, and how the salespeople probably thought she was just an ordinary girl.  He cannot articulate why he feels sad.
· Holden lies to get out of following through (guilt, fear, feelings of inadequacy, all played a role), but pays her.  There is a disagreement over the price.  Holden notes that she is “spooky”, and that if she were older and more experienced, she wouldn’t be.  

Chapter 14

· Holden reveals that, when he feels depressed, he speaks to his dead brother.  Specifically, it revolves around a particular childhood incident when Holden didn’t include his brother in an activity, and he obviously feels guilty about it.  The experience with Sunny has left him feeling depressed.  

· His resentment of Christ’s disciples illustrates how important loyalty and friendship are to Holden.  

· The encounter with Maurice and Sunny:  They claim Holden owes them more money (the fact that Holden was right – Maurice did initially say five – was not important.  The routine was obviously well rehearsed and designed to maximize profits).   Holden cries as they take his money and his verbal attacks on Maurice earn him a punch in the stomach.  Why does he cry?  1) He was in his pyjamas, feeling vulnerable.  2)  The deal wasn’t fair – Maurice said five dollars. Holden responds as a child might when the rules of a game are broken.  3)  He is helpless.  They are taking his money, he can’t do anything about it, and no one cares.  
· Holden fantasizes that he has been shot, and pictures himself extracting revenge as if he was some sort of gangster.  He eventually goes to bed, and thinks about suicide.  He is falling deeper into depression and despair.   
Chapter 15

· Holden makes a date with Sally Hayes.  She is described as good looking, but superficial and annoying.  They had a history:  Holden thought she was intelligent because she liked theatre and literature.  He reveals that their physical relationship allowed him to overlook her flaws:  “I always think whoever I’m necking is a pretty intelligent person” (105).  Certain qualities are emphasized here:  loneliness and hypocrisy.
· His taste in luggage further emphasizes this:  “…I hate it when somebody has cheap suitcases” (108).  For someone who is quick to point out the superficialities in others, this is quite a shallow observation.  
· Conversation with Nuns:  When he learned that they were teachers, he wondered how they handled sexually suggestive material (pre-occupied with this).   
Chapter 16

· He ponders the selflessness of the Nuns.  He believes that many people would only be charitable if they could gain something themselves (recognition, adulation...)  

· The actions of the boy are symbolic.  He isn’t influenced by adults or society.  He is focused, and sings for his own pleasure.  This is the essence of childhood for Holden.  Witnessing this eases his depression.  

· Museums / Mummies:  Why the fascination?  “I loved that damn museum” (120).  Holden reminisces about trips to the museum when he was young.  “The best thing...was that everything always stayed right where it was” (121).  The only thing that would be different would be you.”  The concept of things frozen in time appealed to him.    
· Holden searches for Phoebe.  He goes to a skating place she would usually frequent and strikes up a conversation with one of her young school mates.  He helps her with her skates, and is very impressed by her manners.  “I love it when a kid’s nice and polite...most kids are” (119).  He asks her if she’d like to have a hot chocolate with him – again, he is quite lonely.   
· The mummies also serve as a reminder of the changes he has undergone.  Entering again would only point out the changes Holden has experienced, and he does not want to confront this.  

