The Catcher in the Rye
Chapters 8-9
· Holden walks to the station in the cold wearing his hat.  I didn’t give a damn how I looked.  Nobody was around anyway (53).  This lets us know that he is self conscious about it.  Since it symbolizes his individuality and his personality, we can conclude that he actually feels doubt and insecurity.
· Ernest Morrow is described as being an unsavoury character (…the biggest bastard…about as sensitive as a toilet seat).  Yet, when Holden coincidentally encounters the boy’s mother on the train, he lies to her about her son’s qualities in school.  Why?  There are some possibilities…
1. He found her attractive, and wanted to impress her.
2. He wanted to do something nice.  Morrow was apparently a nasty individual, but saying that to his mother would have upset her.  

3. He was extremely lonely.  Saying nice things to this woman would keep her engaged in conversation. 

· Holden’s loneliness is evident when he goes into the phone booth, eager to contact someone.  However, he can’t think of anyone.  He goes so far as to ask the cab driver to join him for a drink.
· Note Sally Hayes’ mother’s description of Holden (59).

· “Sex is something I just don’t understand” (63).  Holden’s ideals surrounding sexuality are simple (though inconsistently applied):  sex and intimacy should not be casual, but part of something deeper and more meaningful (recall how upset he was with Stradlater dating Jane).  
· His observations at the hotel – the cross dresser, the spitting couple - were quite confusing for him (…the hotel was lousy with perverts.  I was probably the only normal bastard in the whole place – 62).  

· However, despite the fact that he found these things weird, he nonetheless became aroused:  The trouble was, that kind of junk is sort of fascinating.  This is a conflict for Holden.  He admits that he could think of “very crumby stuff” (ie: sexually explicit, adventurous, promiscuous activity) that he wouldn’t mind trying.  However, he doesn’t think it would be appropriate to do these so-called “crumby” things with a girl he actually cared for.  In fact, if you didn’t have feelings for a person, Holden feels you shouldn’t mess around at all.  In all, there are feelings of guilt, shame and confusion emerging in regards to his sexuality.  

· Faith Cavendish:  “…this girl that wasn’t exactly a whore or anything but that didn’t mind doing it once in a while…” (63).  He gives in to temptation and calls her, thus compromising his principles on intimacy and sexual relations. 
Chapters 10-11

· Holden is obviously close to his sister Phoebe (description pp 67-68), and debates calling her.  This is indicative of a close connection, but also of desperation.  Phoebe is ten, after all.  It is quite late, and Holden’s isolation is evident.  He doesn’t have anyone to call or spend time with.  
· Goes to the hotel bar, attempts to act mature (note his attempt at ordering a drink), but ends up looking pathetic:  “Can’tcha stick a little rum in it or something?”
· The three girls from Seattle:  They obviously treat Holden with a mixture of amusement and annoyance.  His attempts at cool sophistication are met with laughter.  They don’t really engage him in conversation, and even make fun of the fact that he is drinking coke.  References are made to Holden’s father, and if he was available.  Despite this, Holden is desperate for companionship, and rationalizes his involvement with them. 

· Holden reflects on Jane Gallagher, and how they met.  We quickly realize that he was deeply connected to her.  They became good friends.  He liked her idiosyncrasies.  He went so far as to show her Allie’s mitt (“She was interested in that kind of stuff” – 77).  
· After their encounter with her step father, she cried.  Holden comforted her, and kissed her face (though not her mouth).  He later asked if the step father had made any sexual advances.  She said no, but that may not be accurate (79).  We now get a greater understanding of Holden’s actions with Stradlater.  

Chapter 12

· Ducks in Central Park:  In chapters 9 and 12, Holden asks cab drivers if they knew where the ducks from the Central Park lagoon go in winter.  The ducks and their whereabouts are important to him.  He is concerned that the changing of seasons and the passage of time has somehow harmed them.  Their surroundings became too harsh; no one was there to help, so they were forced to depart.  This is upsetting to Holden, as it reminds him of the vulnerability of youth.  The seasons are symbolic:  spring and summer are times of birth and growth, but winter is usually associated with death.  

· (81)  “…it was so quiet and lonesome out, even though it was Saturday night.”  Holden notices a few couples, and remarks how laughter heard at that time of night was especially depressing.  He again comments on how lonely he is.

· Holden is not in a good mood while at Ernie’s.  He believes Ernie is a phoney, inserting complicated “tricky stuff” just for show.  Note though that he later tells the waiter to ask Ernie if he’d like to have a drink together.

· (85) “I was surrounded by jerks.”

