 Analytical Essay Terms
You need to be familiar with all the following terms for the June 2015 final exam. You could be asked to define, answer, incorporate and critically answer questions with any of them.

	Term
	Definition
	Example

	Allegory
	A story/poem with a hidden meaning or message, or a moral
	The Three Little Pigs. What is the moral of the story?

	Author’s Purpose
	The reason WHY an author is writing a particular piece
	Is the author trying to explain something? Persuade you of something? Tell you a story? 

	Characterization
	Process by which the author reveals the personality of a character
	Puck can be characterized as mischievous, fun-loving and spritely 

	Conflict
	A struggle between two opposing forces
	Internal, external and interpersonal

	Diction
	Author’s choice of words
	Usually associated with TONE or MOOD, always use a direct quotes when giving examples

	Emphasis
	To draw attention to a particular word, phrase or idea
	Listing: Numbered/bullets
Font: Italicized
Punctuation: rhetorical question

Repetition: key word

Parallel structure: eating, drinking, sleeping

Sentences: Fractured, length

	Epiphany
	Sudden realization or awareness
	The main character finally figures out what other characters/reader may have known.

	Figurative Language
	The literary devices used to write prose and poetry.
	Review short story terms

	Flashback
	A scene in a novel set at an earlier time than the main story, to provide background information
	

	Foreshadowing
	Warning or indication of a future event
	

	Genre
	A category literature
	Drama, satire, historical, etc.

	Imagery
	Words/Language that appeals to the five senses
	A description of warm cookies may make your mouth water (sense of taste)

	Irony
	When the opposite of what is said/expected happens
	The biggest dog in the UK is called Tiny.

	Juxtaposition
	Two things placed close together to show contrast
	Hermia and Helena were opposites in height and beauty

	Language Style
	The way an author writes, the type of language he uses
	Jargon: special words related to a specific group. Ex. Doctors speak in medical jargon
Colloquialism: Informal word/phase. Ex. What are ya at?

Dialect: language specific to a location/group of people

Euphemism: A different way to say the same thing. You can be fired, or “let go.”

Slang: Informal language

	Methods of Development
	How an author of an essay writes their essay
	Study Methods of Development in the essay notes

	Mood
	The feeling the reader gets as their read a piece of literature
	Mood is how YOU feel, associated with diction

	Motif
	Distinct feature or pattern
	One motif in MSND is magic

	Paradox
	A statement that seems absurd/contradictory, but is true
	From Animal Farm: “All animals are equal, but some are more equal than others.”

	Point of View
	The perspective from which a story is told
	1st, 3rd limited, 3rd omniscient

	Relationships; consequences, decisions
	The connections we have with others; the results of our decisions; the choices we make
	

	Satire
	Use of humor to make fun of something
	“Pop Music 101” by Murrieta’s Trench satirizes pop music

	Stereotypes, bias
	Believe that certain characteristics apply to a group; a leaning toward or against a particular group 
	Teenagers just want to sleep all day; Girls always do better in English than boys

	Subplot
	A secondary plot in a story
	The subplot of MSND was the play-in-the-play

	Suspense
	Feeling of anxiety, curiosity or excitement about something about to happen
	Suspense builds with the rising action and is resolved with the climax

	Symbol
	Something that represents something else
	In MSND, the love potion is a symbol

	Theme
	The main idea or lesson of a piece of literature
	One theme in MSND is “the course of true love never did run smooth”

	Tone
	The author’s feelings attitudes conveyed by their thoughts and words
	How does the AUTHOR feel about the subject? Linked with DICTION

	Unity, Coherence, etc
	Terms for the Essay Unit
	Review terms and notes

	Voice
	Individual writing styles of an author, or characteristic styles of a narrator
	Active/passive voice


